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WELCOME 

Welcome to November 2025! In the last newsletter, 

we farewelled two beloved Australians with 

connections to John, so I am looking forward to 

announcing some happier things that are currently 

happening in the John Denver World. So read on… 

Despite it being just days from summer, here in 

Melbourne we are yet to experience any summer-like 

weather. The odd warmish, rain-free day, whilst 

appreciated, is what we have waited for over the long 

winter months. Bring on the hot Australian summer, I 

say! 

As our world seems to be falling into an abyss of 

conflict and unrest on a global scale, I wonder whether 

we spend enough time exploring our own lives, telling 

the stories that our children may brush off as 

inconsequential now, but may wonder about later 

when they sort through the thousands of photos 

boxed and packed away. Of course, nowadays, with 

photos being locked on phones, many of those 

landmark events could be lost forever. If you have a 

story to tell, think about ways in which it can be told 

so it can be shared. Jimmy Fong, a storyteller in the 

best possible way, will soon share his extraordinary 

tale of his meeting with John Denver at his upcoming 

show in Melbourne. More on that later. 

Whilst not entirely ignoring the turmoil and chaos that 

this world seems to have descended into, I find it to be 

therapeutic to find a quiet place to turn off the 

outside noise and to listen to the clear voice of John 

Denver. His lyrics often draw on the same turmoil and 

chaos we are seeing around us yet offer a sense of 

hope. I’ve started to set aside time every day just to 

listen to the brilliance of the lyrics, the mastery of the 

melody and to concentrate only on the purity of 

John’s voice just for a short time. Every day. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, RENEE ARMAND 

Renee Armand, singer, songwriter, recording artist, 

and who worked with John for six years during the 

1970s and 1980s recently celebrated her milestone 

80th birthday. Renee is still 

performing, still recording, and is 

one of the nicest, most sincere 

people I have ever met. On behalf 

of us all, I wish Renee a very 

happy birthday and for many 

more happy birthdays to come.  

MY TIME WITH JOHN DENVER – JIMMY FONG 

5 DECEMBER 2025 AT THE ROUND, NUNAWADING 

It’s official! 

Jimmy Fong’s My Time with John Denver show will be 

held in two weeks, on 5 December 2025 at The Round 

in Nunawading. After the success of his recent sold-

out show, Jimmy is returning before the Christmas 

rush to share the story of his life in Penang, Malaysia, 

and the circumstances surrounding his meeting with 

John Denver. For those of you who live in Melbourne, 

are planning to visit Melbourne, or are going to fly 

down to Melbourne to see Jimmy Fong, there are 

some tickets left. 

Christmas is coming, and I am sure you know someone 

who would appreciate a GIFT OF MUSIC. A Jimmy Fong 

concert would make a perfect Christmas gift for 

someone you love. And if you don’t tell Jimmy I told 

you, there is a discount code, which will bring the 

price down to $40 (a $20 saving) per ticket. Please 

apply this code when paying for the ticket. 

PENANGCOM 

https://www.theround.com.au/with-john-denver  

I’ll see you there! 

 
ROCKING FOX RADIO PRESENTS THE BEST OF THE MUSIC 

OF JOHN DENVER 

Willie Hoevers is doing another weekly John Denver 

radio show. This time he is reaching out to Australian, 

New Zealand, and Japanese audiences. With a better, 

more humane time for us Aussies, I am sure it will be a 

hit. The debut show was last Saturday, with weekly 
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shows every Saturday at 12:00 PM (AEDT). Last week’s 

show featured an interview with Jimmy Fong. 

Keep listening each week at 12:00 PM! You never 

know who will be interviewed next! 

www.rockingfoxradio.co.uk 

JOHN DENVER: A ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH CONCERT 

CELEBRATION – NASHVILLE USA 

John Denver: A Rocky Mountain High Concert 

Celebration with the Nashville Symphony will take 

place over three nights on 12, 13, and 15 February 

2026 and will be held at the Schermerhorn Symphony 

Centre in Nashville. It provides audiences an 

immersive experience that brings them as close as 

possible to witnessing the iconic GRAMMY® Award-

winning singer/songwriter live. The performance 

features archival footage of Denver in concert, 

accompanied by live renditions from former members 

of his band.  

Tickets are available through the website.  

https://www.nashvillesymphony.org/tickets/concert/

2025-2026-season/john-denver-a-rocky-mountain-

high-concert-celebration/  

Groups of 10 people or more are entitled to a 

discount. 

AN EXCITING JD PROJECT IN THE PIPELINE 

When we cannot get enough of John Denver’s music, 

someone comes up with a new way to present it that 

is not only exciting but very relevant to John’s life, 

beliefs, and lyrics. An unscripted independent film is in 

the works but like everything, needs some extra 

finance to get it over the line. With the working title of 

Windsong, I will keep you posted on its progress. In 

the meantime, if any of you are interested in or know 

someone that has the sort of funds that would make a 

difference in a project such as this, email 

hga.vic@gmail.com me and I will put you in contact 

with the filmmaker. 

Please note that I am not personally involved in the 

project but am merely an initial contact for interested 

parties. 

ASPEN IN OCTOBER 2026 

The recent AIO or Snowmass in October was another 

success story. Whilst all that we love about Aspen is 

missing, those who attended this year have settled 

into Snowmass and had a wonderful time. The music 

presented at the Mountain Chalet was fabulous, and 

the evening singalongs were enjoyed by all. John 

Denverites are resilient and flexible people and have 

now made Snowmass their home for now and 

hopefully well into the future. Mountain Chalet offers 

affordable accommodation, and this year, the owners 

reserved the entire hotel for this event.  

Whilst next year’s AIO is eleven months away, it is 

never too soon to prepare for a fun-filled time in 

Colorado. 

Next year’s dates are 30 September 2026 – 5 October 

2026. 

HIGHER GROUND AUSTRALIA 

Whilst we are not organising a gathering for October 

2026, we are very much interested in what is 

happening around the world in the John Denver 

sphere. Although not yet confirmed, I am seriously 

thinking that I will attend the AIO event in 2027 and I 

am open to doing a road trip to Colorado for the 30th 

anniversary.  

If you hear some gossip or find a story or article that 

would be interesting to include in a forthcoming 

newsletter, please contact me on the below email 

address. 

Website: www.hgavic.com 

Email: hga.vic@gmail.com   

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/higherground.australia 

WHEN WILLIE SPOKE OF JOHN – A FINAL SONG 

BETWEEN FRIENDS 

At 92, Willie Nelson Finally Speaks Up About John 

Denver. At ninety-two, his voice may have softened, 

but Willie Nelson’s words still cut straight to the soul. 

In a rare and trembling reflection, the country legend 

opened up about John Denver — a friend, a dreamer, 

a fellow traveler who left this world too soon.  

  
At ninety-two, with a voice weathered by wind and 

wisdom, Willie Nelson has finally spoken about a man 

whose songs once soared over the same American sky 

— John Denver. What he shared wasn’t showmanship 

or nostalgia, but something deeper: a quiet confession 

of admiration, regret, and respect. It was a rare 

moment when one legend reached across time to 

honor another whose journey ended too soon. 

Willie began by looking back to where his own road 

started — in the dusty heart of Abbott, Texas. Born 

into poverty during the Great Depression, he was 
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raised by his grandparents after his parents drifted 

away in search of work. Life was lean, but it was never 

empty. His grandparents filled the silence with hymns 

and old country tunes, music that stitched warmth 

into every cold night. At six years old, Willie held his 

first guitar, its strings buzzing against his small hands 

like a heartbeat. By seven, he had written his first song 

— simple, sincere, and full of longing. By nine, he was 

standing on wooden stages beside his sister Bobbie, 

the two of them turning hardship into harmony for 

anyone who would listen. 

As he spoke, the old Texan smiled faintly, the kind of 

smile that carries both pride and pain. “We didn’t 

have much,” he said, “but we had music. And that was 

enough.” 

Years later, that same music would connect him to 

John Denver — another man who sang about home, 

heart, and the open sky. Their paths often crossed in 

studios, festivals, and benefit concerts. Though their 

styles differed — Denver’s voice bright and clear as 

the Rockies, Willie’s low and worn like a campfire 

drawl — both shared a belief that music could heal a 

nation divided by more than geography. 

In his quiet reflection, Willie recalled a night in the late 

1970s when they performed together for a charity 

event. “John had that light in him,” Willie said softly. 

“He sang like the world still had hope. You couldn’t 

fake that.” 

Yet behind that light, Willie sensed something else — 

a loneliness he knew all too well. Fame, he explained, 

has a way of isolating those who carry it too long. “We 

both spent more time on the road than at home. 

People see the shows, the smiles, the lights — but 

they don’t see the miles between. John felt that.” 

When news broke in 1997 that John Denver’s plane 

had crashed into the Pacific, Willie said it “stopped 

him cold.” For days, he couldn’t bring himself to play. 

He just sat on his porch in Luck, Texas, staring into the 

distance. “I kept thinking how he must’ve felt up 

there,” Willie said. “Free. Brave. Doing what he loved. 

And then — gone. Just like that.” 

More than two decades later, the loss still lingers. 

Willie’s voice cracked as he described listening to 

“Rocky Mountain High” one evening on the bus. “I 

remember thinking, that song’s not just about 

mountains — it’s about peace. About finding a place in 

the world. I guess we’ve all been looking for that.” 

Now, in his twilight years, Willie admits he’s come to 

understand John Denver more than ever — the need 

to chase beauty, the longing to belong, the faith that 

somewhere, out there, the air is still clear. “He sang 

about the kind of world we wanted,” Willie said 

quietly. “Not the one we had.” 

Before finishing, he leaned back, gazing toward the 

horizon as if searching for an old friend. “If I could talk 

to John again,” he murmured, “I’d tell him we’re still 

trying. The world’s still spinning, the songs are still 

playing — and the mountains still remember his 

voice.” 

It wasn’t an interview. It was a benediction — one 

legend offering his heart to another, one wanderer 

saluting the kindred spirit who flew before him. And in 

that moment, Willie Nelson, the eternal troubadour of 

Texas, gave John Denver the one thing every singer 

hopes for in the end — not applause, but 

remembrance. 

Because even after the curtain falls, the song — if it’s 

honest — keeps traveling. And somewhere between 

the plains of Texas and the peaks of Colorado, two 

voices still rise on the wind, carrying the sound of 

America’s soul. 

JOHN DENVER AND AI 

Just lately, I have noticed a lot of AI generated stories 

and photos of John. So many that, like the story I have 

printed above, the average person scrolling through 

Facebook may find it very difficult to work out what is 

true and what is not. The story above is believable, but 

after trying to fact-check it, I found that there is no 

author, no date of publication, and the photos are just 

too polished and too good to be authentic. Unless you 

have the advertisements removed, these stories are 

also filled with ads, which makes the article almost 

impossible to read. Well-placed buttons may have you 

sent to unknown/ unwanted websites, and it is likely 

you are being tracked.  

There are many stories out there that are believable 

and many that are not, but you may notice that these 

stories have not real depth or soul, but they do have a 

‘dreamy’ voice and use words of ‘faith’, like 

benediction, gratitude, miracle.  

The cynic in me checks, then re-checks the content, 

the author, and the source, then wonders what these 

creators of these fictions get out of the article. Please 

be careful as I suspect someone in a far off land that 

may not be so friendly or even know who John Denver 

is might be making a buck out of innocent people.  

ROY RIVERS – MORE ON AI 

Roy Rivers has posted his concerns on AI and how it is 

affecting him as a tribute artist. His image has been 

used in relation to these articles. Here is what was 

posted on Facebook a few days ago. 

A good friend just alerted me to a TikTok video that he 

saw that had my photo in it at several places. I'm not a 

TikTok user, so I was totally unaware of this. It bothers 

me that AI is being used to sensationalize, 

misrepresent, and just absolutely lie to lure people in 

with negative headlines. This was a 2 1/2 minute clip 

about John Denver's death, as if there's been some 

new findings about it. It's a smear job, and I wholly 

condemn it. Like so many of you, John was my 
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greatest musical influence. He meant a great deal to 

me. I have always honored him in my live shows, and 

I'm more than pissed that this has been picked up 

across the internet. Why they included any images of 

me is a mystery, as it serves no context whatsoever as 

far as I can tell. I did a YouTube search and found 

many other longer versions that are using my image in 

photo and video format. They also included Ted Vigil's 

image. I'm sure he's steaming about this as well... if he 

knows about it. I will now check into whether I have 

any recourse to get them all taken down. Some of 

them attribute being generated by AI. I care about 

John's musical AND life's legacy. If you see any 

derogatory sensationalistic hit pieces about John that 

have my image in them, please know that they have 

scrubbed the internet with AI for anything to do with 

John's music, and have wrongly (perhaps illegally) 

included images and video of me that's in the public 

domain. This is something that is sure to affect other 

tribute artists. I don't know how I feel about stating 

the name of the video, as I'm sure some of you may be 

interested, but I don't want to give more views to 

these kinds of crap content. If any of you have 

suggestions for how I can get this kind of stuff taken 

down, or if I have any chance at all of getting my 

likeness out of them, then please let me know. 

Here is Roy’s website if you cannot contact him 

through Facebook or other means. 

 https://royrivers.com/  

AFTER 10 DECEMBER 2025 

On 10 December 2025, Australia will ban all children 

under the age of 16 from most social media platforms. 

As with most decisions made by our governments, no 

information about how this will be implemented has 

been published. How will the platforms know who is 

under 16? What information do they have and what 

further information will they need from all of us to be 

able to continue to use social media platforms like 

Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, etc? Will they attempt 

to introduce a form of digital ID as they have in the 

UK, which will affect not only usage of social media, 

but things like healthcare, etc? 

Personally, I do not want to give Meta any more 

information than they already have, and if I am asked 

to provide any further personal details, I would 

probably close my accounts, depending on the type of 

information they are asking for. I’ll keep you posted.  

 

JIMMY FONG’S MY TIME WITH JOHN DENVER CONCERT 

5 December 2025 at The Round, Nunawading, 

Melbourne at 7:30 PM. 

Tickets are available through 

https://www.theround.com.au/with-john-denver  

and don’t forget your discount code: PENANGCOM to 

get a sizeable discount off your ticket. 

CHRIS COLLINS AND BOULDER CANYON HOLIDAY TOUR 

Chris Collins and Boulder Canyon have announced the 

dates and venues for their holiday tour, A John 

Denver Christmas. 

The first concert will be on 7 December 2025 at 

Madlife Stage and Studios in Woodstock GA. 

All concerts and ticket information can be found on 

their website www.johndenvertributeband.com  

JIM CURRY’S ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHRISTMAS TOUR 

Jim Curry’s Rocky Mountain Christmas Tour kicks off 

on Friday 5 December 2025 in Richmond Virginia. 

All concerts and ticket information can be found on 

Jim’s website. 

https://jimcurrymusic.com/  

 

TRIBUTE ARTISTS 

Check out your favourite tribute artists.  

CATHY GIANFALA CARRIERE 

http://www.cathygianfalacarriere.com/ 

MARK CORMICAN 

http://markcormican.com/  

JIM CURRY 

https://jimcurrymusic.com/ 

TOM BECKER/BACK HOME AGAIN 

A tribute to John Denver. Tom Becker’s next Back 

Home Again show will be held in Pittsburgh, PA on 25 

October 2025. For tickets, click the link below. 

https://johndenvertribute.net/ 

CHRIS COLLINS AND BOULDER CANYON 

Please check the Chris Collins and Boulder Canyon 

website for their concert schedule and other 

information.  

https://www.johndenvertributeband.com/  

CHRIS WESTFALL 

http://www.chriswestfall.com/inConcert.php  

JOHN ADAMS 

HTTPS://WWW.JOHNADAMSBAND.COM/  

CHRIS BANNISTER 

https://chrisbannistermusic.com/ 

BRAD FITCH 

http://www.cowboybrad.com 

WILL KRUGER 

http://www.willkruger.com  

RICK SCHULER 

http://www.sunshinerick.com  

TED VIGIL 

http://www.tedvigil.com  
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For more information about tribute artists around the 

globe, check out our website; www.hgavic.com 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S LYRICS 

Certain parts of the world are creating chaos, and I am 

not sure where we are heading in the future. There is 

uncertainty and a bit of sadness as our cities are not as 

safe as they once were, that youth crime is out of 

control thus creating a great deal of fear. I have 

selected one of John’s earlier songs that touches on 

sadness and fear and offers words of hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some material included in this newsletter has been derived from 

the public domain, such as the internet and printed media. Articles 

and reviews are the opinion of the individual writer and as long as 

the content is of a reasonable nature and it is appropriate, it will be 

included. Organisations mentioned or featured in this newsletter 

are included to educate and inform people of their role and 

purpose. HGA does not profit from including the names of any 

organisation in this newsletter.   

This newsletter is only emailed to those people who have 

individually contacted HGA and expressed a wish to receive it. 

Please do not hesitate to let me know if you no longer wish to 

receive the HGA newsletter.

 



-Higher Ground Australia- 

Printed: Sunday, 23 November 2025   Page 6 of 6 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS NEWSLETTER  

Rhymes and Reasons 
(John Denver) 

 
So, you speak to me of sadness 
And the coming of the winter, 
The fear that is within you now  
That seems to never end, 
And the dreams that have escaped you  
And the hope that you’ve forgotten, 
And you tell me that you need me now  
And you want to be my friend, 
And you wonder where we’re going,  
Where’s the rhyme and where’s the reason? 
And it’s you who cannot accept it is here we must begin 
To seek the wisdom of the children 
And the graceful way of flowers in the wind. 
 
For the children and the flowers are my sisters and my brothers, 
Their laughter and their loveliness would clear a cloudy day. 
Like the music of the mountains and the colors of the rainbow, 
They’re a promise of the future and a blessing for today. 
 
Though the cities start to crumble and the towers fall around us, 
The sun is slowly fading  
And it’s colder than the sea. 
It is written:  
From the desert to the mountains, they shall lead us, 
By the hand and by the heart,  
They will comfort you and me. 
In their innocence and trusting  
They will teach us to be free. 
 
For the children and the flowers are my sisters and my brothers, 
their laughter and their loveliness would clear a cloudy day. 
And the song that I am singing is a prayer to non-believers, 
come and stand beside us we can find a better way. 
 


