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Welcome 
Welcome to our December newsletter and the last 
one for 2017.   
I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year, Happy Chanukah, Happy 
Hannukah, and Happy Holidays. 
For many, including me, 2017 has been a very 
challenging and stressful year, but despite the 
difficulties I have personally faced, I have found 
much solice in listening to music, particularly that of 
John Denver.  

I live in one of the most wonderful cities in the world. 
Melbourne has a culturally diverse population, and 
this great city has a smorgasbord of live music every 
day of the week. We may not have the Coachella 
music festival, but we have the Port Fairy, 
Queenscliff, Maldon, Brunswick, and more. Some of 
the most wonderful musicians in the world come 
together for these, and other festivals within a cooee 
of Melbourne. We are very lucky to have a full 
calendar of live events throughout out the city and 
the state of Victoria. Live music is very important, not 
only for the musicians, but for our economy. 
Likewise, live music venues are vital for the ongoing 
support of our local and visiting musicians.  

During the course of 2017, I have been very 
fortunate to have been able to attend many festivals, 
tributes, and concerts, both here and in USA. I 
believe that music has the power to enhance one’s 
life experience, and I have had many of those. 

During this 20th anniversary year since the world lost 
John Denver, I have been blessed. Not far from me 
is one of the best Australian JD tribute artists, Jimmy 
Fong. He has not only performed here in Melbourne, 
but in his native town of Penang, Malaysia, where 
incidentally, he performed with John Denver in 1994, 
and in Aspen, Colorado. I have enjoyed a number of 
his performances this year, and look forward to 
more in the coming months.   

In Aspen, I enjoyed concerts by many talented 
tribute artists, but more than that, I have personally 
had opportunities to meet and chat with the 
musicians. One of the unique features of Aspen in 
October is the many opportunities for audience and 
performers to interact on a personal level, and I am 

truly grateful for the opportunities I have had during 
AIO. Thank goodness for the Limelight breakfast, 
because that is where I met some incredible people. 
Believe it or not, they are even willing to talk to 
people early in the morning! AIO is also a wonderful 
time for people from across the globe to reconnect 
with their old buddies with the common goal of 
supporting their favourite tribute artists and to share 
those experiences with their friends.  

Furthermore, I was fortunate enough to be able to 
squeeze a week in Nashville before I absolutely had 
to return home. Here, I attended two amazing 
concerts. In the township of Franklin, not far from 
Nashville, I attended a concert by Renee Armand, 
Paul Aleman and friends, one of whom was Renee’s 
talented brother, Rick. Special guest, Rebecca 
Correia, also sang a couple of her original songs at 
the concert. It was a beautiful night, and again, I was 
so fortunate to be able to have a chat to Renee and 
Rick afterwards. I also recognised Jennifer 
Anderson in the audience and had a chat to her. 
She had been in Aspen the previous week. The 
second concert I attended was in Nashville, and was 
the unforgettable ‘All for the Gambler’ tribute to 
Kenny Rogers. This was especially poignant, as it 
signified the end of an era. I will never see Kenny 
Rogers at the Palais in St Kilda ever again, but I can 
say I saw him perform with Dolly Parton in Nashville. 

Singers, songwriters, and musicians are all special 
people. The ones I know and love sing, write and 
play the music that they feel in their hearts. The 
emotions they feel when they sing transfer to their 
audiences, and this is why, for me, live music is so 
important. Live performers give the audience 
something that recorded music cannot possibly 
provide. Live musicians generously give a part of 
themselves. They provide an experience, an 
atmosphere. They have the ability to reach out to 
every individual in their audience in a personal and 
unique way. I thank all the performers who I met and 
saw during 2017. I have memories that nobody can 
erase. I have shaken hands with people who I will 
never forget, and those memories are treasured. 

Furthermore, the audience has the unique 
experience of feeling the atmosphere, the sense of 
excitement before the beginning of the concert, and 
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the opportunity to talk to those strangers in the next 
seat.  

I would like to propose a toast to 2018; that I am 
lucky enough to be able to enjoy many live concerts, 
just for the experience, if nothing else. 

I am taking a break for the next couple of months. 
We are spending some weeks in Peru, then I am 
going to have to decide on some projects to 
complete during the course of 2018. I will be back in 
the new year with some new ideas for our website 
and I look forward to new friendships and plenty of 
live music! 

Our Condolences 
Our dear friend, Gloria Donnelly from NSW passed 
away at the age of 74 on the 15th October, 2017. 
Gloria gave us much support over the years, mostly 
by donating goods for our silent auctions, as she 
was unable to attend our annual gatherings. I 
corresponded regularly with Gloria over the years, 
and loved her positive outlook on life. A few years 
back, when she visited Melbourne for a wedding, I 
caught up with her and had a delightful evening with 
her. Gloria’s contribution to our group will always be 
honoured and remembered with fondness. God 
bless her and her family. 

Our Website 
The Higher Ground Australia website was launched 
exactly one year ago. Thanks to those who have 
given me feedback. It is appreciated. I am adding 
some further information about us and about some 
of our initiatives for the future.  

Thanks to those who contacted me with some ideas 
for furthering the website. I am currently putting 
some information together and will apply the 
changes in the new year.  
http://www.hgavic.com/  

If you are a tribute artist and I have not yet included 
your details, please email me hga.vic@gmail.com 
with your details and I will update the page.   

This is a work in progress and will be expanded and 
updated regularly. 

Update from Peggy McDonald 
We have donated $500 to Peggy McDonald’s 
Higher Ground Raptors. She needs a new (good 
quality) camera to use to photograph her birds for 
presentations, her forthcoming rehab book and for 
images posted to Facebook. If someone can help 
her out, please contact her through 
https://www.facebook.com/HigherGroundRaptors/  . 

She also needs to complete an online course with 
the Minnesota University raptor centre before they'll 
allow her to visit on her Churchill Fellowship! This 
course costs $1000. Our donation will go a long way 
toward that total, but if you would like to make a 
further donation to Peggy, please send a private 
message through her Facebook page. 

John Denver Tribute Weekend, 2018 
The 2018 tribute weekend will be held in the 
Southern Highlands near Peggy McDonald’s 
Raptor facility. We have not confirmed the dates 
yet, as I am waiting on the 2018 Aspen dates, as 
well as feedback from a couple of other people. 
We may not coincide with the Aspen 2018, as we 
are trying to accommodate the availability of some 
of our members. Thank you for your patience. 
 
From My Archive (2010) 
After much wheedling and cajoling, I finally 
received this wonderful email from Steve 
Weisberg, just before Christmas, 2010. I had 
asked him to write a short article for this 
newsletter. I had asked him to reflect on the 
impact his audiences had on him personally.  This 
is what I received. Steve was an articulate and 
talented writer (and speaker). I had many online 
conversations with him and by the time we met for 
the first time in 2012, we were firm friends. This 
year, I am republishing Steve’s 2010 email to me. 
At this time of the year, we remember Steve with 
fondness. His song, Christmas for Cowboys (the 
lyrics of which are featured at the end of this 
newsletter), is a firm Christmas favourite, even for 
Aussies.  
 
Janette,  
I’ve put this off so long because I really wanted to 
say it right. I’ve now given up on that, and I just 
want to ramble on a bit, ad lib, and get this out 
before Christmas. What happened in Aspen this 
past October changed my life forever. This was an 
experience unlike any I’ve had. I’d always had a 
very hard time believing that our music actually 
impacted so many people. This outlook was 
forged by several attitudes; one was that we were 
simply ‘playing’ music, not ‘working’, and therefore 
it was to be taken lightly. Another reason was 
undoubtedly a simple case of ‘I’m not worthy’. Of 
all that praise. All that applause. Add to that that I 
was really just a kid, emotionally less mature than 
our average listener (I valued wit over wisdom, 
heart over warmth). Whoever said it’s a pity youth 
is wasted on the young had my number. So as we 
travelled the globe to adoring fans, I just never 
understood what the big deal was. That admission 
is my little testimonial to the fact that I’m usually 
the last one to know most things. I had an 
awakening just before Aspen, when I was told that 
the fans now went there as much to see each 
other as for the concerts. It finally dawned on me 
that I’d had a hand in something that truly did 
bring people together. I’d been told this forever, 
but was always so hesitant to believe it. So 35 
years later, they proved it to me in the most 
unassuming ways, via my little semi-private 
events in my hotel room. People from all over the 
world just came in and chatted with me; telling 
stories of where they were first time they heard a 
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song … telling me why it was so meaningful. So it 
was ‘the fans’ who finally helped me make sense 
of those years gone by, and why they still 
resound. By befriending people like your own Ray 
& Diane Dunk, I finally began to understand the 
real power of music. We joked, we hung out. We’ll 
be friends for life. All because we are truly… just 
the same. John knew it and sang about it. I 
wanted to believe it, but just got proof month 
before last. This October I finally got off the 
pedestal, and joined those who never (ever) let go 
of what we played so long ago. What I discovered 
was that I’d craved being part of a bigger family, 
as an insider, with their permission and 
acceptance. This year I was hardly concerned 
with being on stage. My real need was to finally 
begin joining this global family, rather than merely 
playing to it through that invisible barrier between 
performer and audience. I wanted to actually 
begin knowing who they were, so I could hear 
from them why they were so attached to and by 
these simple songs. Mind you, I’ve never met a 
performer who didn’t like that invisible curtain. I 
still do, but only from onstage, which comprises 
only a small part of my human experience. I now 
know that performing (which I’ll always do) is far 
less fulfilling than performing and then… just 
‘being among people’. As you laugh and hug your 
families and friends this holiday season, you’ll be 
feeling exactly what I felt with people who’d 
always been strangers before. I wish I’d 
discovered this earlier, but it’s never too late to 
expand my world, by letting people closer. What I 
got in Aspen was something I’d never have 
wanted ‘back in the day’. I now, suddenly, wanted 
to let people from all over get to know who I really 
am, beyond my role as musician. I wanted to 
finally join the human race, as a commoner, using 
John’s fans as my pivot-point. I’ve always been 
grateful for the career, the money, the special 
status, etc.… which has been granted to me by 
being so closely linked with John. But now I’m 
beginning to be the beneficiary of something 
much richer; of being simply a common guy who 
had an uncommon gig. Thanks to a few dozen 
people in Aspen, I now finally realize that the 
biggest gift we ever receive is to simply… be 
human. I usually do have a way with words, but 
the experience I had is apparently beyond my 
ability to describe it. It was too emotional for 
words. It was, at 61, through the help of friends I 
met, my first real involvement in just being a 
happy member of the human race. Janette, I 
really promise to hone my literary style before my 
next letter! Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas! 
Steve Weisberg December 22, 2010 "The main 
thing is to keep the main thing the main thing". 

 
CDs for sale 
When you buy music from a musician, you're 
buying more than songs.  
You're buying music gear, transportation, and 
fuel.  
You're buying thousands of hours of study, 
practice, rehearsal, hard work, and dedication. 
You're buying writing, recording, and studio time. 
You're buying years of frustration and moments of 
absolute pure joy.  
You're not just buying songs.  
You're buying a piece of a heart....  
A piece of a soul.....  
A small piece of someone's life. 
Many of our favourite tribute artists have recently 
released (or are about to release) new CDs. 
Please support these musicians by purchasing 
one or more of their CDs. A recorded CD brings 
back the wonderful memories of a favourite artist’s 
concert. For a small cost, the CDs are a positive 
way of keeping the live music industry alive. 
Mark Cormican & Starwood – Christmas is 
Calling Mark Cormican's new Christmas CD, 
'Christmas is Calling' has been released. It 
features Chris Nole and Steve Weisberg. Billy 

Jacobs has done the beautiful artwork. To 
purchase, send a private FB message to either 
Mark or Sharon Cormican. 
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Cathy Gianfala Carriere – Christmas 
Rich melodic voice of Singer/Songwriter from New 
Orleans. Original, Traditional, Bluesy Jazz 
Christmas celebration, featuring phenomenal 
artistry of Producer Pianist Chris Nole and other 
world-class musicians who work with Grammy 
Award winning artists. 
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/cathygianfalacarriere
3  

 
Chris Liebig – Hamburg – Aspen 
Chris Liebig and Chris Brüx- supported by a 
wonderful team of artists - deliver a real 
transformation of John Denver’s musical legacy to 
the next generation - and that is exactly what they 
wanted to do. Album also includes a new original 
song. http://www.chrisliebig.band/music  

 
Will Kruger - Nippersink 
(includes the wonderful Christmas track, Snow 
Angels)  
http://www.willkruger.com/cdbaby.htm  

 

Jimmy Fong – My Time with John Denver 
https://www.jimmyfong.net/music   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… And Lastly… 
 

Merry Christmas and a happy and safe new year… 

 

 

Some material included in this newsletter has been derived 
from the public domain, such as the internet and printed 
media.  Articles and reviews are the opinion of the individual 
writer and as long as the content is of a reasonable nature and 
it is appropriate, it will be included.  Organisations mentioned 
or featured in this newsletter are included to educate and 
inform people of their role and purpose. HGA does not profit 
from including the names of any organisation in this 
newsletter.   
This newsletter is only emailed to those people who have 
individually contacted HGA and expressed a wish to receive it.  
Please do not hesitate to let me know if you no longer wish to 
receive the HGA newsletter.
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Christmas Like a Lullaby 
(John Denver) 

Christmas like a lullaby steals across the land 

A breeze upon the water, rainfall upon the sand 

We celebrate a baby born from spirit into man 

And Christmas like a lullaby steals across the land 

 

It's morning in Australia; In fact it's Christmas day 

And Colorado never seemed so very far away 

Back where night has fallen and it's still Christmas Eve 

And snow is on the mountains where I always hate to 

leave 

 

Here I am down under with a brand new family 

And Christmas bells are ringing 

And there's presents 'neath the tree 

I know that it's been said before and now I know it's true 

That home is where the heart is 

And Christmas lives there too 

And on this morning Peace on Earth 

Is still our fervent prayer 

And I can hear it being 

Whispered softly everywhere 

 

And guns are called to silence 

And anger called to still 

And brotherhood and sisterhood 

Surrounded by goodwill 

 

Christmas like a lullaby steals across the land 

A breeze upon the water, rainfall upon the sand 

We celebrate a baby born from spirit into man 

And Christmas like a lullaby steals across the land 
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Christmas for Cowboys 
(Steve Weisberg) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZh2lM-FQms  

 
 

Tall in the saddle we spend Christmas Day 

Drivin' the cattle on the snow covered-plains. 

All of the good gifts given today, 

Ours is the sky and the wide open range. 

 

Back in the city they have diff'rent ways, 

Football and eggnog and Christmas parades. 

I'll take the blanket, I'll take the reins, 

Christmas for cowboys and wide open plains. 

 

A campfire for warmth as we stop for the night, 

The stars overhead are the Christmas tree lights. 

The wind sings a hymn as we bow down to pray, 

It's Christmas for cowboys and wide open plains. 

 

It's tall in the saddle we spend Christmas Day, 

Drivin' the cattle on the snow-covered plains. 

So many gifts have been opened today, 

Ours is the sky and the wide open range. 

It's Christmas for cowboys and wide open plains. 
 
 


