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Welcome
Welcome to the new year. We hope that you all
had a very happy holiday (although it seems so
long ago).
We spent three very interesting weeks in Cuba
recently, and apart from the wonderful sights, we
gained a real insight into the history of this
incredible island nation. The music of Cuba is
unique and incredibly rich, and we were fortunate
to have many opportunities to experience many of
the typical Cuban musical genre during our stay.
We also had the privilege of meeting the designer
of the huge murals on the face of prominent
buildings in Revolution Plaza, giving us an insight
into the work of Cuba’s most famous artist. The
link to my travel blog is
http://www.travelpod.com/travelblog/rmhtraveller/8/tpod.html, should you be
interested in reading about our time in Cuba.
This year marks the 20th anniversary of John
Denver’s death. During the course of the year, I
think that we will all reflect on the tragic loss, and
celebrate not only his life and music, but the
friendships we have made over the years as a
result. The many activities and concerts that will
be hosted in Aspen in October will be included in
forthcoming newsletters. I will be attending Aspen
in October and look forward to meeting many of
you there.
We also note with sadness the first anniversary of
Pete Huttlinger’s death. Pete’s life and
contribution to music is an inspiration to everyone
who has listened to his music and to those who
knew him. We will also miss Steve Weisberg and
I know that so many of us have such fond
memories of his stories, music, and friendship.
Although they, and other absent friends will be
missed, I am sure we will all, in our own special
ways, reflect on and celebrate their friendship and
music.

Higher Ground Australia Website
Late last year we launched our new website. We
currently have another older one on the internet,
which I will remove in coming weeks. Our new
web address is https://www.hgavic.com/ . It
belongs to all of us, so please do not hesitate to
let me know if you have any thoughts or items of
interest that you think should be included. As part
of the site, we will include many tribute artists,
many of whom we know personally. Please check

the links I have added and advise if they are
incorrect or need to be updated. The site will be
maintained often and links checked periodically.
Our aim is to keep our information current and to
provide information for the widest audience
possible. Feedback on the site is always
welcome. Please contact me on
hga.vic@gmail.com with your comments.

2017 JD Tribute Weekend
Our 2017 JD weekend will be held somewhere in
NSW (near Newcastle), in line with the official
dates for Aspen in October. More details to come
soon.

John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth
Soon after John Denver’s death in 1997, a group
of people got together and created what was to
become ‘The John Denver Memorial Peace
Cloth’.
The John Denver Peace Cloth is a creative work
of art that is the culmination of work from people
around the world - pieces of cloth sewn together
in panels to convey the hopes and prayers of
individuals who believe that by coming together,
‘we can make a difference’.
The John Denver Memorial Peace Cloth made its
debut in September 2000, at the United Nations in
a ceremony for Millennium Peace Day. Ron
Deutschendorf, John Denver's brother, joined the
organisers that day, supporting them in their
efforts, and he gave them his blessing with the
project when he said "you need to keep this
going" and promised his support.
True to his word, over the coming months, Ron
worked with them to get the permissions they
needed to use John's name, pictures, and words
in the Peace Cloth. Ron, his family, Windstar, and
others worked with the newly formed board of the
Peace Cloth, giving them an opportunity to be a
true part of working toward the vision that we all
share.
Panels of the Peace Cloth travelled across the
world to coincide with peace, environmental and
other similar events. Higher Ground Australia
twice brought panels to Australia for the annual
tribute weekends. We also have worked on
panels for the cloth over the years. More recently,
Jan Fleming has requested that we contribute
items and messages for the beautiful panels she
has created on our behalf.
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Sadly, sometime after the passing of Lana Zinkon,
one of the founding Peace Cloth committee
members in 2010, some panels of the Peace
Cloth passed into other hands, whilst the
remaining panels were retained by Eve Kleinfeld,
another of the founding Peace Cloth members.
Those panels have never been seen since, nor
have they been returned to Eve, who is still the
main Peace Cloth coordinator. Since some of
those missing panels are ones that Australia has
contributed since 2001, we hope that this year,
the 20th anniversary, that these panels are
returned either to Eve or to me whilst I am in
Aspen in order that the peace cloth is whole again
and in one place. If anyone has any idea where
those panels are now, please let me know
hga.vic@gmail.com. I hope that we can find
those panels and return them to the remaining
cloth, and I will offer to reimburse the cost of
posting the missing panels to Eve.
Ron Rich, a well-known tribute artist wrote a song
called ‘A Thread of Hope’, the lyrics of which I
have included at the end of this newsletter.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/48087744701

From Peggy McDonald (Higher Ground
Raptors)
Hullo to all my Higher Ground friends – from
HigherGround Raptors!!!
Yes it is official now, and I thank you all for your
good wishes and blessings as I start this new
venture.
For those wanting to see more here is all you
need to know, and you can see lots of images of
the birds I have in care on both the website and
facebook page. Not much happening with the
Instagram as I still don’t have a mobile phone
(darn those car thieves) but it is on the list!
website:
www.highergroundraptors.org
facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/HigherGroundRaptors/
instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/highergroundraptors/
What this new name means is that I am separated
out from Australian raptor care and conservation
Inc, the organisation I founded, which is more
scientific/research based.
HigherGround is about what I do as a carer, and
the birds themselves, and is what I have called
the facilities out here.
Printed: 16/02/2017

The last student for this round of uni holidays left
this morning. I have had students for the last four
weeks which is both a joy and somewhat time
consuming.
Birds are coming from all over NSW to a point
where I have had to say no to some which is
heartbreaking. I just don’t have any room left at
the Raptor Hilton, and the amount of
correspondence/queries needing attending to is
mind boggling.
That said it is just amazing the way more and
more people are interacting with what I am trying
to achieve with regards to better raptor care and
release practices, which is heartwarming. I need a
PA!!!
At the moment I have in care 2 Sea Eagles, one a
fledgling, one an adult that was shot, 2 wedgies, 3
Australian kestrels just being soft released, two
Masked Owls, a Peregrine Falcon (also shot), a
young Brahminy Kite from the Southern most nest
known in NSW, a young Swamp Harrier, 2
GangGangcockatoos, a young kookaburra a
Tawny Frogmouth…and no…no partridge. I have
just released 5 young Australian Kestrels and two
Collared Sparrowhawks – all came in as nestlings
so have been on a long journey with me.
The Wedgetailed eagle Intensive care unit that
you so kindly donated to has commenced, but I
have more fundraising to do before completion. It
is going to be spectacular!!! Much easier for me to
handle the birds in, and to keep clean, and will
provide much better accomodation for them. It
was also have an extra facility between the
hospital and outside aviaries so should be great.
Taronga Zoo are sending more birds here and it is
great working with them. Don’t know if you saw or
not but I had a six page article in the last Nov/Dec
issue of Australian Geographic which was
amazing. They are doing a small follow up in the
next issue in March. I also had an interview with
Wendy Harmer which was great, and John,
Graeme Day continues to be incredibly supportive
on 2ST.
So it is onwards and upwards as always, never
enough time or $ , but always plenty of joy to be
found with helping the birds and spreading the
good word about increasing our carer standards.
Kindest regards to you all, and may 2017 be a
year of peace, calm and good health to you all
Love
Peg and the birds ☺
"Our lives begin to end the
day we become silent about
things that matter."
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Renee Armand & Paul Aleman in Puerto
Vallarta
Renee and Paul are performing in Puerto Vallarta
on March 7, 9, 11, 14, 16 & 18 at 7:30pm
Tickets are available through Act 2 Entertainment,
300 Insurgentes (Above Wings Army) Puerto
Vallarta. http://actiientertainment.com/AllShows.php

Rhymes and Reasons: The Music of John
Denver
The GRAMMY Museum is pleased to celebrate
the life of GRAMMY-winning singer, songwriter,
actor, activist, and humanitarian John Denver with
the opening of a new exhibit titled Rhymes &
Reasons: The Music of John Denver on Jan. 26,
2017. Located on the Museum's fourth floor, the
exhibit will chronicle Denver’s life, philanthropy
and creative inspirations through unique artefacts
from the private collection of the John Denver
estate.
On view through summer 2017, this special
exhibit will feature items such as:
• Custom-designed stage costumes worn
by Denver
• The tuxedo he wore to host the 22nd
annual Grammy awards® in 1979
• His round vintage “granny glasses”
• Handwritten lyrics for his folk classic
“Calypso”
• Guitars played by Denver
• Photographs from his archive
• Denver's Grammy that he was awarded
posthumously for 1997 for best musical
album for children for ‘All Aboard!’
• And other artefacts
ABOUT JOHN DENVER
John Denver was born Henry John
Deutschendorf, Jr. on December 31, 1943 in
Roswell, New Mexico. The son of a U.S. Air Force
officer, Denver's artistic journey began at age 11
when he was given his grandmother's guitar.
Printed: 16/02/2017

Denver eventually took guitar lessons and joined
a boys' choir, which led him at age 20 to pursue
his dream of a career in music.
Denver experienced his first major break in the
music industry when he was chosen from 250
other hopefuls as lead singer for the popular
Mitchell Trio. Two years and three albums later,
Denver had honed his considerable vocal talent
and developed his own songwriting style. He
gained recognition when his song "Leaving On A
Jet Plane" was recorded by Peter, Paul and Mary,
becoming their first and only No. 1 hit. As the
Mitchell Trio disbanded, Denver was climbing up
the pop charts as a solo act with songs like "Take
Me Home, Country Roads," "Rocky Mountain
High," "Sunshine On My Shoulders," "Annie's
Song," "Back Home Again," "Thank God I'm A
Country Boy," and "Calypso," solidifying his
position as one of the top stars of the 1970s.
By his third album in 1970, Denver’s social and
political leanings were defined more clearly.
Denver was one of the first artists to share an
environmental message through his music,
beginning with the Tom Paxton-penned song
“Whose Garden Was This?” This was the first in a
long line of songs that he recorded about the
environment. Denver contributed his talents to the
benefit of many charitable and environmental
causes and received numerous civic and
humanitarian awards over the years. Fans
responded to his heartfelt urgings about ecology,
peace, and compassion that were consistently
delivered in a gentle manner on his records and at
live performances.
Denver earned a GRAMMY Award in 1997 for
Best Musical Album For Children his album All
Aboard! In 1998, his hit song "Take Me Home,
Country Road" was inducted into the GRAMMY
Hall Of Fame. Denver won countless other
awards for his outstanding musical achievements
and contributed his talents to the benefit of many
charitable and environmental causes, which lead
him to receive numerous civic and humanitarian
awards over the years.
John Denver died tragically in a plane crash on
October 12, 1997. He was survived by his brother
Ron, mother Erma and three children, Zak, Anna
Kate and Jesse Belle.
Rhymes & Reasons: The Music of John Denver
will be on display in the GRAMMY Museum's Mike
Curb Gallery on the fourth floor through fall 2017.
Where: Grammy Museum, 4th Floor – Mike Curb
Gallery
When: January 26 – September 17 2017
http://www.grammymuseum.org/exhibits/johndenv
er

John Denver at ‘Superbowl’
Australians were advised that supercheap wine
label ‘Yellowtail’ would be advertised during the
Superbowl football match last week. However,
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more importantly, there were two advertisements
that probably rated higher than the
aforementioned dubious quality wine – the ads
featuring songs that John Denver sang. Here are
the YouTube videos for ‘Country Roads’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQn5wiDyUH
o and ‘I Wish I Knew How it Would Feel to be
Free’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhtHflDrnAU

John Denver Tributes Slated for October
in Aspen
January 28, 2017

Aspen will play host to a series of musical events
in conjunction with the 20th anniversary of the
death of singer-songwriter John Denver.
Four events will be held at the Wheeler Opera
House from Oct. 12 to 14. Events will include
tribute concerts, music and stories from some of
Denver’s touring mates, and a screening of the
documentary film “Great Voices Sing John
Denver.”
The events are co-produced by Strut Productions
and Santa Rita Productions.
“After a five-year hiatus, I realized how much we
all missed having these amazing musicians with
strong connections to John together on the stage,”
Strut Productions’ Mark Johnson said in a
statement. “It feels like the right time to again
remember John’s life and music and how he
brought us all together.”
The weekend’s festivities will include:
Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m. — “John Denver: Rhymes &
Reasons” will feature Denver songs and personal
remembrances from friends and bandmates. The
evening will include music and stories from Bill
Danoff, Jim Horn, Chris Nole, Alan Deremo, Mollie
Weaver, Mack Bailey, Jim Salestrom, Denny
Brooks, Richie Garcia, Gary Mule Deer and Jim
Curry.
Oct. 13 and 14, 7:30 p.m. — “The 20th
Anniversary Celebration of the Life and Music of
John Denver” will be concerts with dozens of
Denver’s biggest hits. Performers will include
Danoff, Horn, Nole, Deremo, Weaver, Bailey,
Salestrom, Brooks, Garcia, Mule Deer, Curry and
Gordon Lustig.
Oct. 14, 1:30 p.m. — A screening of “Great Voices
Sing John Denver.” The documentary is the
brainchild of Denver’s producer Milt Okun and his
wife Rosemary Okun. The documentary will be
followed by a Q&A with the film’s director/coproducer Kenneth Shapiro, co-producer Elisa
Justice and award-winning arranger and
composer Lee Holdridge.
Tickets go on sale Feb. 8. Ticket information is
available at http://www.aspenshowtix.com or by
calling 970-920-5770 or 866-449-0464.
Printed: 16/02/2017

http://www.aspentimes.com/entertainment/johndenver-tributes-slated-for-october-in-aspen/

Wheeler Opera House Tickets on Sale
Tickets for the four events being held at the
Wheeler Opera House are now on sale.
https://www.aspenshowtix.com/

Little Johnny Deutschendorf Earth Days
2017
Carl Franzen, along with The Rocky Mountain
Foundation for the Performing Arts are hosting an
event in New Ulm, Minnesota in April 20-23. The
weekend’s festivities will include John Denver’s
induction into the Minnesota Music Hall of Fame.
Chris Bannister from England will be in concert. If
you would like to contribute to this or would like to
obtain more information about it, please follow this
link. https://www.generosity.com/celebrationfundraising/little-johnny-deutschendorf-earth-days2017
Check out the YouTube video regarding this
event.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yo7iP6u8FPc

Rhymes for all Seasons Songwriting
Contest 2017
The Rocky Mountain Foundation for the
Performing Arts is conducting their inaugural
songwriting contest. All songs are to be submitted
for judging by April 1, 2017, and winners will be
announced on May 19, 2017. For more details
and to enter, go to
https://www.rockymountainfpa.org/songwritingcontest

John Denver’s Concerts lists
Songkick has released a fairly comprehensive list
of John Denver’s concerts.
https://www.songkick.com/artists/350363-johndenver/gigography
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
John Denver: A Joyful and Intelligent Man
By Patti Dahlstrom9:25AM BST 06 Apr 2013

Singer and songwriter Patti Dahlstrom has fond
memories of John Denver, one of the most
successful musicians of the 20th century.
A new tribute album called ‘The Music Is You’
celebrates the music and life of John Denver. The
album features contributions from top performers
including Dave Matthews, Sharon Van Etten,
Mary Chapin Carpenter and Edward Sharpe and
the Magnetic Zeros. Patti Dahlstrom, a singer and
writer whose song Emotion was a hit for Helen
Reddy and Shirley Bassey, was a friend of
Denver's and created the cover for his ‘I Want To
Live’ album and tour book. Here she talks about
the man who had such success in the 1970s.

We met at the height of his fame, yet he was
never conceited, always real, down to Earth. That
was what impressed me to be his friend. There
was never a meeting of John, we both knew each
other immediately, old souls passing together
again. I remember in the beginning of our
friendship in the 70s his saying “My fame and
money don’t seem to impress you.” “No, I grew up
with fame and money.” John: “Then what
impresses you?” “You, the man you are.” From
then on we were close.
Once I asked why he didn’t go out with
bodyguards as many of the less famous people of
the time did. “If you just meet a person as another
human calmly, they will be calm. There is no need
for protection from others.”
John was a deeply complex person, as are many
artists below personality. He was the most
intensely intelligent man I’ve ever known,
absolutely hungry for knowledge. In the
photograph (above) you can see his reading my I
Ching. He walked into my apartment and took
down three books, the I Ching, As a Man Thinketh
and a book of essays by Alan Watts. He loved
discussing the philosophical truths, why people
responded to him both positively and negatively,
why his reviews weren’t great but his record sales
were soaring, and what truly mattered in life.
When he came to me, it was to talk, about
everything on the moment’s front burner.
From flying his Lear Jet to writing vulnerable
songs, his breadth was profound. He saw things
and wrestled the big issues. From angst in
relationships to saving the whales from the
Printed: 16/02/2017

environment’s clean air and water to feeding the
world’s hungry, John felt he had to use his fame to
make things better, fame of itself meant nothing to
him, only what it could accomplish. He was
always trying to do and be more. He did not relax;
there was too much to do. He was deeply private
and very serious though his public persona
seemed wide open, totally different. This calling to
do big things would trouble anyone at times, still
he could be absolutely joyous and he had the
most wonderful laugh.
His ability to reach so many is gift beyond
measure. The best thing about everything he did
was that it was truly from the heart. There was not
a false word or note in what he wrote. John was
nothing if not sincere, and I think that is why
millions resonated to his music. My favourite song
of his was ‘I’m Sorry’ because it so encapsulated
his reality. Here was a world famous man trying to
do so many great things, yet he was hurting inside
in the simplest human way, heartbroken. When I
told him that was why I loved the song, so true, he
said, “You are the only one I know who gets it.” I
think people were around him either pulling him to
help their cause or pulling him personally for
something they needed. He was torn.
I remember in the beginning of our friendship in
the 70s he’d made the film "Oh, God". We were in
the RCA studios and he asked me if I’d go see it.
“Are you happy with your performance?” John “I
don’t know. Would you go see it and tell me what
you think?” Out I went to the film returning a few
hours later. He looked worried. “You were
wonderful; I believed everything you said and did.”
“Really?” He was genuinely surprised and grinned
ear to ear, “Really?” and he laughed. John was
real.
He came to Houston to see me not long before he
died and he was troubled about not being as
successful as he’d been. We talked about what
really mattered then, what held true value and a
humbler way of accomplishing things that were
just as important. He didn’t care about getting
credit; he just wanted things to change for the
better. He was absolutely earnest. The irony is
that in the year after his death he won another
Grammy.
I loved our debates, even when we disagreed. We
mainly argued over relationships, all kinds of
relationships, philosophical approaches to
problems and life. Neither, I can see now, was
right or wrong. It was about the search for truth for
John. He was a blessing to this planet, his friends
and his fans. He was one of the few men I have
known who could sincerely say “I’m sorry.” It was
not just a song, it was John.
Patti Dahlstrom is a singer-songwriter and
photographer. Her website is
www.pattidahlstrom.com/
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TRIBUTE ARTISTS
We will feature some tribute artists in our
newsletters this year. Please provide me with
relevant information if you would like to be
included in our next newsletter.

Jimmy Fong
Jimmy Fong launched his new website late last
year. Here is the link https://www.jimmyfong.net/
Contact Jimmy through his contact page
https://www.jimmyfong.net/contact for information
about forthcoming performances. You can also
purchase his CDs through this website.
Jimmy will be announcing the dates for his
Melbourne shows – My Time with John Denver –
very soon.

Bob Sirois
Bob Sirois has launched a new tribute page to his
website
http://www.bobsirois.com/johndenver.html. Bob
has also released an instrumental tribute to
‘Rocky Mountain Christmas’, which is now
available through his website
http://www.bobsirois.com/buyaudio.html

Tom Becker
Tom Becker is a former member of the Legendary
Folk Group, The New Christy Minstrels, and has
gone on to appear with Grammy Winners and
Music Legends including Ray Charles, Jerry Lee
Lewis, Willie Nelson, Gregg Allman and Jerry Jeff
Walker.
And, it all began with a Sears Silvertone guitar
....and the music of John Denver.
In recent years, Tom began to feel that John
Denver's music and message were more
important than ever.
"In this time of environmental concerns, and
Americans' efforts to simplify their lives, it seem
that John Denver's music and message are even
more relevant today, yet you rarely hear his music
on the radio anymore."
So, he assembled a stellar band and created a
concert that will inspire both long-time Denver
fans, and those who may be less familiar with his
music.
Timeless, universal themes of home, family, love
and nature create the framework. Personal
anecdotes and observations from his career in
folk music create a warm, humorous and uplifting
experience.
Click the link for more information about Tom
Becker and his forthcoming performances.
http://www.johndenvertribute.net/

Great news again – Jim and Anne will be cruising
to Alaska on July 24. There are still some cabins
available. Please click the link for information
about the cruises and for Jim’s current newsletter.
https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=398i
07kcobo3m#71947190

American Veterans Radio
American Veterans Radio is honored to feature
the wonderful music of John Denver. Please join
Willie from Dillon on his regular Music of John
Denver radio show. Here is a link to the podcast
of the last show.
http://www.avradio.org/rewind---podcasts.html
This show airs fortnightly at the following times
4:00 - 6:00pm Eastern time
3:00 - 5:00pm Central time
2:00 - 4:00pm Mountain time
1:00 - 3:00pm Pacific time
12:00 - 2:00pm Alaskan time
6:00 - 8:00pm Chilean time
9:00 - 11:00pm UK time
10:00 - 12:00Mid European time
Next Morning
6:00 - 8:00am Japan/South Korea time
8:00 - 10:00am Australian time
10:00am - 12:00Noon New Zealand time

Rocky Mountain Foundation for the
Performing Arts News
ANNOUNCING BIG NEWS FROM RMFPA! Our
charity is pleased and proud to announce that we
will be presenting the legendary and Grammy
Award-winning New Christy Minstrels at the
Wheeler Opera House on Wed., Oct. 11, 2017
during Aspen in October week. Randy Sparks, the
founder of the folk ensemble, actually discovered
John Denver and will be sharing stories during the
show about the time he spent with him. As this
year is the 20th anniversary of John's death, we
feel the Christys are the perfect act to mark the
occasion. Tickets go on sale March 1, so be sure
to sign up for our mailing list at
www.rockymountainfpa.org to get all the updates.
Hope to see you there!

Jim Curry’s Newsletter
Jim Curry’s newsletter has been posted (click link
below) Jim and Anne put together an excellent
newsletter regularly. It also includes a link to
Anne’s blog, which is always fun to read, plus a
full listing of where they are appearing in concert.
Printed: 16/02/2017
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ASPEN IN OCTOBER 2017
The following concerts and events have been
announced. Many more will be added to the list
as the year goes on.
11th October:
Mark Cormican & Starwood at Aspen Chapel 77
Meadowood Drive, Aspen at 7:30pm. (tickets will
be available mid-year)
The New Christy Minstrels at Wheeler Opera
House at 7pm. Tickets will go on sale on March 1
www.aspenshowtix.com.
12th October:
In Memory of John Denver: Rhymes &
Reasons at Wheeler Opera House at 7:30pm.
Tickets $50. Tickets are available from Aspen
Showtix www.aspenshowtix.com
13th October
2nd Annual AIO Singer/Songwriter Event at
2pm. Venue to be advised. Contact Mark
Cormican for details.
20th Anniversary Musical Tribute to John
Denver at Wheeler Opera House at 7:30pm
Tickets from $50-$130. Tickets are available from
Aspen Showtix www.aspenshowtix.com
14th October
Great Voices Sing John Denver at Wheeler
Opera House at 1:30pm Tickets $25 and are
available from Aspen Showtix
www.aspenshowtix.com
20th Anniversary Musical Tribute to John
Denver at Wheeler Opera House at 7:30pm
Tickets from $50-$130. Tickets are available from
Aspen Showtix www.aspenshowtix.com

I will update this as the events are scheduled.
Preparing for Aspen in October, 2017
Over the next few months, I will include some
articles and links about visiting Colorado to help
you maximise your experience in October. Here
is the first one, which gives you some options for
driving into Aspen from different parts of Colorado
and the things you are likely to see.

Scenic Drives from Denver to Aspen &
More
There's no question that once a visitor arrives in
Aspen they will be blown away by the myriad of
things going on in town. The endless dining
options, renowned nightlife, world-class cultural
events, and pristine trails to explore via foot or
wheel are well documented. One aspect of the
Aspen experience, however, that deserves a bit
more attention is how to get here. With highways
that are lined with jagged cliffs, winding roads
over high-alpine passes, and deserted back-roads
from the desert, accessing Aspen can be nearly
as memorable as the time spent once you arrive.
Here are 5 drives to Aspen-that double as terrific
daytrips-we recommend:
Printed: 16/02/2017

INDEPENDENCE PASS WILL CLOSE FOR THE
SEASON THURSDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2016.
The Pass does not reopen until Memorial Day
Weekend 2017, weather permitting. Check
www.cotrip.org for up-to-date information.
DRIVES FROM DENVER TO ASPEN
1. A majority of visitors to Aspen originate in
Denver, or Colorado's "Front Range," having
flown into Denver International Airport (DIA) or
residing in a city or town along the eastern edge
of the state. Without question, the can't-miss drive
to Aspen from the front range is over
Independence Pass (via Highway 82, which is
open during the non-winter months). A handful of
gorgeous roads lead to Indy Pass-like the highplateau plains of Jefferson and Grant along
Highway 285, driving alongside the Collegiate
Peaks near Salida and Buena Vista, and the
switchback-turns on Highway 24 from Minturn. Be
sure to have your camera ready as you pass Twin
Lakes and descend towards Aspen; the
countryside over Independence Pass is stunning!
This is part of the Top of the Rockies Colorado
Scenic Byway Tour.
2. Don't ignore the classic: Highway I-70 from
Denver passes through the Glenwood Canyon on
the "Million Dollar Highway." Jagged cliffs line the
Colorado River between Gypsum and Glenwood
Springs, and there are a handful of trails accessed
right of the highway that weave up into the
mountains and offer a great respite from the drive.
One great hiking option is the quick and
moderately strenuous trail that leads to Hanging
Lake just outside of Glenwood Springs. Most
people recognize the waterfall at the summit of
the trail as the iconic falls from Coors Brewing
Company advertisements. And, the Glenwood Hot
Springs are the perfect place to soak your sore
muscles after the hike, before heading in to
Aspen.
OTHER SCENIC DRIVES
3. If you're in Southwest Colorado and looking for
a picturesque way to get to Aspen be sure to hit
Highway 133. Dense groves of aspen trees color
the roadside over McClure Pass, ominous peaks
of Mount Sopris and Chair Mountain make up the
panoramic views as you crest the pass and
descend into the Roaring Fork Valley, and as you
drive along the Crystal River you'll pass the
historic town of Marble, small-town Redstone, and
charming Carbondale. And, Highway 24 and 285
from Southeast Colorado will place you amidst the
highest concentration of 14,000-foot peaks in the
country, pass Colorado's mecca of whitewater
rafting and kayaking-the Arkansas River, and run
alongside some of the best trout fishing in the
state.
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4. For those in the West and headed East along I70 across the Utah desert, the back-roads
surrounding Moab are the best way to break the
beautiful monotony of the desert. Highway 191
takes you past Arches National Park and towards
Moab, and as you cross the Colorado River you'll
see Highway 128. Take a left and follow the river
through canyons and rolling red-rock desert, and
past towering spires that will leave you in awe.
The drive through Castle Valley and Dewey, Utah
is one of the best-kept secrets in the "wild west."
Though this detour adds about 2 hours onto your
drive, you won't be disappointed. (Plus, the
wineries in Palisade, Colorado-which you'll pass
en route to Aspen-produce some of the best
wines in the state.)
5. If you're Aspen-bound from Northeast
Colorado-like Estes Park, Loveland, Fort Collins,
or Greeley-Highway 34 bisects Rocky Mountain
National Park. Known as "Trail Ridge Road," the
highway promises incredible panoramic views of
mountains, loads of wildlife, and endless
meadows of wildflowers. Eventually, you'll pass
through Grand Lake, Colorado and be able to
trace the headwaters of the Colorado River from
"the old resort town on the shores of Colorado's
largest natural lake to a gravel road through
spectacular Upper Gore Canyon."
For an in-depth look at scenic byways throughout
Colorado, visit http://www.coloradobyways.org/ .
https://www.aspenchamber.org/exploreaspen/trip-highlights/scenic-drives

Printed: 16/02/2017

(John’s tree, NSW)
Some material included in this newsletter has been derived
from the public domain, such as the internet and printed
media. Articles and reviews are the opinion of the individual
writer and as long as the content is of a reasonable nature and
it is appropriate, it will be included. Organisations mentioned
or featured in this newsletter are included to educate and
inform people of their role and purpose. HGA does not profit
from including the names of any organisation in this
newsletter.
This newsletter is only emailed to those people who have
individually contacted HGA and expressed a wish to receive it.
Please do not hesitate to let me know if you no longer wish to
receive the HGA newsletter.
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Rhymes and Reasons
So you speak to me of sadness and the coming of the winter
Fear that is within you now it seems to never end
And the dreams that have escaped you
And the hope that you've forgotten
You tell me that you need me now
You want to be my friend
And you wonder where we're going
Where's the rhyme and where's the reason
And it's you cannot accept it is here we must begin
To seek the wisdom of the children
And the graceful way of flowers in the wind
For the children and the flowers
Are my sisters and my brothers
Their laughter and their loveliness
Could clear a cloudy day
Like the music of the mountains
And the colours of the rainbow
They're a promise of the future
And a blessing for today
Though the cities start to crumble
And the towers fall around us
The sun is slowly fading
And it's colder than the sea
It is written from the desert
To the mountains they shall lead us
By the hand and by the heart
They will comfort you and me
In their innocence and trusting
They will teach us to be free
For the children and the flowers
Are my sisters and my brothers
Their laughter and their loveliness
Could clear a cloudy day
And the song that I am singing
Is a prayer to non-believers
Come and stand beside us
We can find a better way

Printed: 16/02/2017
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Threads of Hope
(Ron Rich 2002)

It comes to us in pieces
Of words and harmonies
Threads of love we've gathered
Bound by memories
An idea who's time is overdue
As simple as it seems
Only peace can save us from ourselves
Only peace can set us free
It comes to us in pieces
Stitched with special care
To show the world that peace is something
That we all can share

So I'll take one end
You take the other,
with friends and family
We'll take it around the world
To show that all we need is peace
Just a thread of hope
Why can't we see
That all we need is peace
It comes to us in pieces
Stitched with special care
To show the world that peace is something
That we all can share
So you take one end
And I'll take the other,
with friends and family
We'll take it around the world
To show that all we need is peace
Just a thread of hope
Why can't we see
That all we need is peace
That all we need is peace
That all we need is peace
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